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I’ve just had my first run in with our new Congress, and I don’t like it.  Not that it’s going to affect me.  As a retired Federal employee, I participate in the Civil Service’s health insurance program.  The notice I received advised me know that abortions are no longer covered in this program because of legislation.  





I was surprised at my strong reaction to this notice.  Again, not that it will affect me, but the idea behind it.  A group of people can pass legislation that intrudes on a person’s personal life.  It’s not like legislation that keeps one person or business from limiting someone else’s freedom, health or rights.  It’s strictly someone else telling me what I can or can’t do.  If I were a younger Federal employee or a member of the service with a young family, this could directly affect me.





You can say, ”This is a special case.  It’s only because this is a religious/moral issue.”   OK, but think of this.  Thirty percent of all Medicare expenses occur during the last six months of a person’s life.  Who can be sure that next year the fiscal conservatives won’t push through legislation that says once you’re diagnosed as terminal, only medical procedures to ease your pain and discomfort will be approved?  Not procedures to prolong your life, only procedures to make it tolerable.





You might think it would never happen.  But, once the precedent of selective legislative micro managing gets started, the first act will be used as justification for the second, and so on.





Could a similar group say next year that I’m not eligible for eye cataract surgery?  Could they say that people over 70 weren’t eligible for heart transplants?  Is there any limit to what can be taken away?





I also resent that the force behind this extreme group of legislators, the “religious right”, has ruined a perfectly good political party.  I’ve always considered the Republican party  the “loyal opposition”.  I’ve even voted for Republicans when they were the best candidate.  I won’t be able to do that any more.





The iron fisted Party discipline enforced on all Republicans at the national level, and even in Sacramento, means that when you vote for a moderate you may be giving a proxy vote to the extremists.  This forcing of all Republicans, whether they are liberal, moderate or conservative, to vote for the party line means that no matter who you elect to represent you, their vote will dictated by the Party leadership and not that representative’s conscience. You can’t vote for the person any more, you can only vote for the Party if you vote Republican.  This will continue to be true until the “religious wrong” ceases to control the Party.





The other thing they’ve done to the Republican party is make a mockery out of it’s basic message of  “get government out of peoples’ lives.”  Under the banner of “Pro-life”,  government is being put into many lives in the most intrusive manner.  I can’t see any significant difference between banning abortions and banning guns as far as government intrusion is concerned.  I’m not in favor of either in case you don’t already know that.





If you’re in favor of a particular position, it’s easy to blindly support whatever group is favoring that position, left or right.  But what this does is give that group the platform to say they have a “mandate” for whatever position they take on any subject. 





There really is a need for a third party to give us some choice, some alternate option in casting our votes.  Having only a two party system forces us to make all or nothing, black
